
We’ve done it again! Thanks to the hours of 
preparation and recording, FAME recently 
released its second album, A Jazzy Holiday. The 
CD was co-produced by FAME Jazz Band Program 
graduates, Julian Wilson, and Langston Hughes 
II. Additionally, their musical talents are featured 
on the CD.  The album also features the FAME 
Jazz Band Program musicians performing holiday 

classics in traditional and contemporary jazz stylings. Arranger & 
recording engineer Julian Wilson said, “From getting to work one-on-
one with students and helping them realize their vision for their solos, 
to giving others new concepts and takeaways to incorporate into their 
daily musical careers, working on this project has absolutely been a 
fun time.  It’s not often that I get a chance to work with such promising 
young minds, and it’s been an honor to serve in this capacity.” Julian 
is a junior at Berklee College of Music, in Boston, MA; & Langston is 
a junior at Howard University in Washington DC. 

As we come to the end of 2021, I want to 
thank FAME’s Board of Directors for their 
extraordinary work and invaluable 

contributions made during these difficult times.  
You have worked tirelessly to ensure that FAME’s 
mission, vision, and values remain strong in 
order to advance the future of the youth we 
serve.  I am looking forward to all the possibilities 
for 2022 with you. 

During this holiday season, I ask that you support FAME’s commitment 
to strengthen and expand our programs for underserved youth in the 
Greater Washington Region.  So please make an end of year donation 
to FAME at FAMEmusic.org or call 301-805-5358, and share our 
organization’s cause with your family and friends.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
A. Toni Lewis
Founder/CEO
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Get your copy of the Cd now at: https://famemusic.org/product/a-jazzy-holiday-cd/ 
and on all major music streaming platforms. 

HAppy

did you know: Students who take 
music in middle school score 
significantly higher on algebra 
assignments in 9th grade than their 
non-music counterparts. Helmrich. 
B. H. Window of opportunity? 
Adolescence, music, and algebra. 
Journal of Adolescent Research. 

FAMe Board of directors

Harry Staley, Chair
Wayne Ferguson, Vice Chair
Cecelia Davis, Treasurer
Gwen Ferguson, Secretary
Moneka Cunningham
Sam Hutchinson
Karen S. Jackson
Ingrid Valentine
Reginald Weaver
Gregory Wells

We are proud  to 
announce the launch of 
our brand new website

Take a look
 FAMEmusic.org



A    Azzy HolidAy

FAME PrEsEnts

Tis the Season:

Wednesday, December 22, 2021 @ 7PM
Doors open at 6PM

Dr. Henry Wise High School Auditorium 
12650 Brooke Lane, Upper Marlboro, MD

Featuring Julian Wilson, langston HugHes ii & tHe FaMe Jazz Band

Langston Hughes II  Julian Wilson
Fame Jazz Band

31398 9404 9404

All Attendees must show proof of Covid-19 vaccination

s P o n s o r s

593836026

www.FAMEMusic.org  •  301-805-5358  •  info@FAMEMusic.org

Jason & Athena Groves   •   Wilson & Joy Brown
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College Deadlines. . .
Filing for Free Application for Federal 
student Aid (FAFsA®) early is important to 
improve your chances of receiving financial aid. It’s 
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis so we 
recommend that you apply soon! If you haven’t 
looked into the application, the holidays is the time 
to do it. For instance, work-study program funding 
may run out if you file too late. You’re also more 
likely to meet state or college deadlines if you file 
the FAFSA as soon as you can. Make an account and 
start the application process today at https://
studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa.

In addition to national deadlines, there are 
individual scholarship and grant deadlines that are 
just as important as school’s FAFSA deadline. 
University grants may be awarded on a first-come, 
first-served basis, where those who qualify are the 
most likely to receive them.

Common App - Applying to college can be 

daunting and tedious. Since many schools maintained 
their own applications, students had to complete 
each one individually — and they often required 
different components.  Now, most major colleges 
and universities accept the Common Application, a 
streamlined college application system that allows 
you to apply to multiple schools at once.

Regular decision applications are generally 
due by January 1, but deadlines also vary by 
school, so be sure to check each of your prospective 
colleges – now. 

FAME Jazz Ensemble performed at the iconic Blues Alley 
in Washington, DC

The FAME Jazz Ensemble’s music director, 
Langston Hughes, II (alto saxophone), and 
musicians Larry Wingfield (piano), Jabari Smith 

(drums), Joshua Groves (trumpet), Ellis Hollingsworth 
(tenor sax), Jared Jefferson (trombone) and Imran 
Musa (bass) performed at Blues Alley on December 
6th.  They opened for the Blues Alley Youth 
Orchestra. Blues Alley is the nation’s oldest 

continuing jazz supper club, having showcased 
internationally renowned concert hall artists such as 
Dizzy Gillespie, Sarah Vaughan, Nancy Wilson, 
Grover Washington Jr., Ramsey Lewis, Jerry Butler, 
and Eva Cassidy in a small intimate setting.   Blues 
Alley is gradually reopening its doors after a being 
closed during the pandemic.  FAME is pleased to 
begin a new partnership with Blues Alley. 

did you know:  Schools with music programs 
have an estimated 90.2% graduation rate and 
93.9% attendance rate compared to schools 
without music education, which average 72.9% 
graduation and 84.9% attendance. Music Makes 
the Grade, The National Association for Music 
Education. 



FAME
P. O. Box 2228 
Bowie, MD  20718-2228

WEbsitE: www.FAMEMusic.org
EMAil: info@FAMEmusic.org
CAll: 301-805-5358

The Score newsletter is published 
quarterly and is available online and in 
hardcopy. To subscribe, share your ideas 
or to learn more about FAME programs 
visit www.FAMEmusic.org

C o n n e C t  w I t h  u s !

www.facebook.com/famemusiced
www. twitter.com/famemusic_ed
www.instagram.com/famemusic_ed
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Upcoming events WaYS TO SUPPORT Fame
(Visit FAMEmusic.org/events for details)

FAMe Jazz Band Program  
Application open on February 7, 2022

Auditions on March 26  
at the University of Maryland College Park

FAMe Jazz Band Annual Concert 
April 9, 2022

Race for FAMe 
May 14, 2022

FAMe’s 18th Anniversary and Awards Celebration
Saturday, July 16, 2022

FAME relies on private support to fund and 
maintain its music and education programs. These 
are just some of the ways to help keep the music 
playing in the hearts of our youth. To make a 
monetary contribution visit https://FAMEmusic.
org, Call 301-805-5358, Mail: FAME, P O Box 
2228, Bowie, MD. 20718-2228.  To participate in 
your company’s matching program, contact your 
human resources department and complete the 
required forms.

9404 940431398

of the National Capital Area

593836026

FAMe is a harmony of music and education.  We prepare middle and 
high school youth for college and career through a four-pronged 
approach: Music Instruction, Academic Support, College Preparation, 
and Work Readiness. 

FAME challenges students to set high expectations for their academic 
and life achievements by expanding students’ experiences to 
demonstrate that they are not defined by their current conditions or 
surroundings. 


